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and works with His Majesty for a long time; and
he is shut up with the War Minister for just as
long."

The king's secret., thus shrouded in mystery, was
never to be revealed; Its use was not such as to
be made public; Its existence was known to the
most Ignorant and needed no comment. Louis XV
feared that some indiscretion or confidence "would
put the public on the scent; he used to put to the
test those who guarded it, and organized a narrow
and constant watch. Jeannel, postal director, was
not let into the secret; despatches were committed
to a man named Tercier, the head clerk of foreign
affairs, with instructions to forward such as came
from Versailles but to hold back those from
abroad, without awaking the least suspicion.

Tercier was an upright straightforward man and
performed his delicate functions with perfect tact*
However, Louis XV, knowing that he had accepted
some presents, soon let him know of his displeasure.
"In the position of confidence you hold," he said,
you ought to receive no presents except from me
or my agents/* But the matter had ao further
consequences and Tercier continued to enjoy the
king's full confidence; he even entered the Academic
des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres without any of
his colleagues being able to suspect the role he
played with the king.

The mainstay of a secret diplomacy, the holder
of the most important charges, arid in daily contact
"with Louis XV, the Prince de Conti never misused
his privileges and information. For one example